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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
October 
 
3rd Gill Taylor 
6th Dave & Sue Pugh W.A. 
7th Julia & Tim Bush W.A. 
8th Robin Rogers 
16th Cheryl Quinn 
18th Kayleigh Stowell 
       Wendy & Sotoris Papasolomontos WA 
22nd Troy & Julian Gale WA 
23rd Robert Brown 
24th Matthew Clarke 
26th  Justin Naish 
         Margaret Bessant 
27th Jack Treble 
29th Stefan Beardshaw 

St John the Evangelist, Kenn 

ALTAR GUILD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Jean Woods, Heather Jenkins and 

Tina Middleton 

 

November Sarah Clark and  

Marianna Mackay 

 

December   

Week 1 Jean Fenwick, Jenny Pascoe 

Week 2 Caroline Holden, Hazel Limage 

Week 3 Iris  Callow, Heather Jenkins 

Week 4 Jo Cheek, Marianna Mackay 

 

Harvest Festival in Kenn 
  
Family Service 

As ever, the church was beautifully     dec-

orated with displays of flowers, fruit and 

vegetables, and on a lovely morning, the sun 

coming through the windows showed every-

thing off to perfection. Warren had includ-

ed a liturgy in which the different Harvest 

elements were brought up and blessed. 

First the Grains, represented by bottles of 

beer, then Flowers in a beautiful posy, then 

a colourful gourd to represent the Vegeta-

bles, for Fruit a dish of Kenn blackberries 

and apples, and finally the Harvest Loaf, 

the Staff of Life. 

These elements were blessed, along with 

the offerings brought up by the children, 

who also helped decorate the church by 

colouring in some Harvest posters, which 

are now on the noticeboards for a spell. 

After the service we all enjoyed biscuits, 

drinks and chat. 

 

Evensong 

Tim Scott preached at our traditional  

Harvest Evensong. On his arrival, he  

spotted the beer on the Altar (see above) 

and this reminded him of the only time he's 

ever been asked to bless an off licence,  

using this story to start his sermon. It was 

good to see many friends  who come to our 

Evensong every year. There was a rapid ex-

it at the end of the service as many of the 

congregation repaired to the Village Hall 

for the Harvest Supper. 

 

The Day After. 

As is the custom in Kenn, the fruit, veg and 

produce from the church was parcelled up 

and taken to senior members of the village 

and congregation. Everyone had a piece of 

the Harvest Loaf. 

    Julia  Bush 
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Bits and Bobs from the Bushes. 
 
Somehow, after a summer of events, I've ended up with a large number of paper 
plates and napkins.  If anyone is holding any kind of village gathering and could 
use them up, please contact me. As they say in the US 'You're Welcome' 
 
Many thanks to Kate Hatcher and gang for their crop of Greengages (one of my 
favourite fruits, I think Eve was daft to risk everything for an Apple, but if it had 
been a Greengage, I'd have been right up there in the tree with her). Heaven 
Preserve Us 'Glorious Greengage' jam now available at the village Market and 
from the church (open on Saturdays). 
Many of the 'Heaven Preserve Us'  products have very low 'food-miles', all use 
recycled jars, and contain no artificial anything. 
 
As a gesture to the 'We must eat less sugar' campaign, I'm going to start a six 
month trial of Lower Sugar jams, using fruit that sets well. They will be clearly 
marked.   If they sell, it will become a permanent part of our product list. 
If you have a garden glut of anything, please contact me, it's all welcome for 
HPU.  In particular this year, I would welcome Rhubarb. 
 
I won't be making cakes for the November Village Market, so if anyone wants to 
take the slot, please contact my neighbour Lyn Burnett at The Oak House. 
 
Julia Bush 

 

Our Flag - September 

Our flag was flown at half  mast on  Thursday 

25th  September following the death of  Mervyn 

Baker. 

 

No details yet of  funeral arrangements. 

Church Floodlighting 
 
Now the nights are drawing in—you may wish 
to remember someone by having our church 
floodlit—if so contact David Pugh  874278. 
 
A small donation towards the cost of power is 
appreciated.  

St John the Evangelist, Kenn—Annual Deep Clean 
 
Thanks to the gentlemen who appeared with their long brushes, cleared the church, 
covered the precious parts and  asked all the spiders with their webs to depart , this 
was on Monday evening.    During the day on Tuesday a large number of others, 
mainly ladies, came and went and by the end of the day our Church was spick and  
span again. 
    Thank you all   John and  Julia, Churchwardens 
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THANK YOU 
 

An enormous thank you to everyone 
who sponsored me for the Bristol 
Half Marathon last Sunday. 
 
I was delighted to do it in a couple of 
minutes under 2 hours and  
absolutely delighted that, thanks  
to your support and with gift aid, it 
will have raised £1000 for Motivation. 

 
Simon Hill 

 

 

Quiz Night in support of Christian Aid 
 
 
 

Friday 31st  October in the Chapter House 
 

From 7.00 p.m. for a prompt start at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Admission free but donations to Christian Aid will be invited 
 

Please bring your own drinks (i.e. wine, soft drinks etc) 
Glasses, nibbles and interval refreshments provided 

 
Teams of four planned in advance or just come along and join in 

 
 

 
THANK YOU 

 
Following my recent illness I would like to 
thank my neighbours for all their kind 
wishes and offers of support. 
  
Julian Gale 
 
Julian  has forwarded a piece about  Arthur Gale, (who 

was brother to Julian’s grandfather Harry) this will be 

included in the November issue of News & Views 

Mervyn Baker 
 

 

The Willcox family are sad to report 

the passing of  Mervyn Baker on 

25th September 2014.  

 

May he rest in peace. 

 

 (no further arrangements as yet) 

 

 
THANK YOU 

 
Many thanks to all the team who made the 
Harvest ’Posh’ Ploughman’s Supper so  
superbly POSH. 
 
Also to all the contributors without whom it 
wouldn’t have happened. 
 
Thank you also for the lovely tray of harvest 
goodies. 
   Margaret Ball (senior) 
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Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
Sarah Clark 01934 833307 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
Rev. Warren Williams 01934 833608 
   
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 078 1667 1304 
 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 
Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
     Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
Email: Margaret.john@btinternet.com 
Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. 

Collectables etc 

Thursdays 2nd, 16th, 30th 

October   

  

Viewing at Saleroom 

 Wednesdays 1st, 15th, 29th -10am - 

7:30pm 

Quarterly Specialist Sale  

Thursday 20th November10.30am  

  

Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 18thth November 2pm - 5:30pm 

Wednesday 19th November 10am - 

7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 

  
       COFFEE 
      MORNING 
 
 
 

Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on  
Saturday, 11th October     
10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 7th/14th/21st/28th 
 
Dustbin - 7th/21st October 
  
Green Waste -  14th/28th 

Kenn Women’s 
Institute 
  

Kenn Village Hall, 
7:30pm Wednesday 
 8th October. 

  Visitors always welcome! 

 North Somerset Times 
 

Don’t forget that copies 
of this local newspaper 
are freely available in 
the bar of the  
Drum and Monkey from 
Wednesday afternoons 
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Re: Kenn W.W.I  Memorial Board 
 
S. Bessant  - named on board 
 
Born Stephen  Herbert Bessant 13th February 1878 to Stephen Bessant and Emma Lang in 
Portishead, Somerset.  Trained as a butcher, he married Harriett Rachel Maggs on 29th May 
1898 at St. Thomas, Eastville, Bristol. 
 
They had five children Reginald, Herbert (who worked for Victor Naish at Stonehouse Farm, 
Kenn), Doris Irene, Gladys May, Richard Gordon and Eunice Violet; all the last four children 
born in Kenn and all five attending Kingston Seymour School.  The 1911 Census shows the 
family living in the cottage     
behind the Clevedon Sale-
rooms. 
 
As a butcher, Stephen  worked 
at the Kenn Abattoir which,      
I learned in conversation with 
Ray Naish, is now the Wayside 
Garage. 
 
Enlisting in WWI 1915, he 
joined the Army Service Corp 
as a Private, promoted to  
Corporal.  He served in France 
from 3rd August 1915 until  
demobilized 15th July 1919.  
Army Service No. 54/090866. 
 
After moving to Clevedon      
to new houses built on Strode 
Road, he died suddenly 13th 
April 1926, reported in       
Clevedon Mercury. 
 
As a footnote, Stephen, Emma, 
Richard and Gladys are buried 
in the Kenn Church Grounds 
by the small door facing the car 
park on Kenn Street. 
 
Jason  Bessant 
 
 
Stephen seated in photo, 
Reg standing. 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS                                                                                              ISSUE  314 OCTOBER 2014 

7 

What’s on? 
 

Drum & Monkey — each Wednesday is QUIZ NIGHT 

 
Saturday 4th October - Pack Up Your Troubles 

7.30pm for 8.00pm at St. John the Evangelist, Kenn  

For tickets contact John 078 1667 1304 

 

Monday 6th October - 7.30pm Kenn Village Hall 

Kenn Parish Council Meeting 

 

Tuesday 7th October from 12noon Drum and Monkey 

Village Lunch — come along and meet your neighbours 

 

Wednesday 8th October - 7.30pm Kenn Village Hall 

Kenn Women’s Institute Meeting 

 

Saturday 11th October - 10am - 12 noon 

Kenn Village Hall  

Village Market and Coffee Morning 

 

Friday 24th October - Kenn Village Hall 

Songs from the Shed  - CoCo and the Butterfields 

 

Saturday 25th October - 10.00am – 12noon 

Charity Coffee Morning at Kenn Church Room 

 

Friday 31st October  

7.00 for 7.30pm - Chapter House, Yatton 

Quiz Night in support of Christian Aid 

 
Wednesday 3rd December - Christmas Tea Party  

Kenn Village Hall 
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Following my Annual Charity Golf Day, held at Long Ashton Golf Club, I was able to donate 

£3,379 to The Bristol Hospital’s Charity “Above and Beyond” Golden Gift Appeal 

 

I presented the cheque to Drummond Forbes, the Chairman of the Appeal, at a function held 

aboard the “Matthew” in Bristol Harbour. My thanks go to the 50 golfers who so generously 

gave to the Charity. 

 

This was my thanks to the Hospital for the wonderful treatment I received for my  

Oesophageal Cancer. They literally saved my life. 

 

The Golden Gift Appeal is trying to raise £6 million to improve facilities and make Bristol a 

centre for Cancer treatment.  The recently opened Bone Marrow Transplant centre at the BRI 

is as a direct result of the Appeal. 

 

Please also support the “Autumn by Candlelight” event on October 4th at 7.30 in the Church 

which is also raising money for “Above and Beyond”. 

 

Robin Mackay 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS                                                                                              ISSUE  314 OCTOBER 2014 

9 

Margaret’s Mutterings 

 

Village Hall Defibrillator News   -  We are being encouraged by SWAST the  

supplier of our free  defibrillator to take up their offer of free  annual familiarisation 

sessions.  The first one is now being organised, contact John Ball for details.  

078 1667 1304 

 

In addition we are fortunate to have a resident of Kenn who is highly  qualified as a 

trainer in defibrillators and  many other medical fields who is more than willing to give 

individual coaching to anyone unable to join the session. 

 

Congratulations to neighbouring Grandparents................... 

 

Congratulations firstly to Hazel and Andrew Limage on the safe arrival of  baby 

Edward on  the 15th  September. 

 

On the 26th September Robin and Marianna were delighted to announce the  birth 

of James David Robin  Mackay who  was born at 1.07 that day.  They report that 

Mother , father and baby are doing well.  

 

Concerts at Kenn Village Hall  -  Thanks go to Hazel, with help from family and 

friends for organising the Steve Knightley Gig on 24th September - a brilliant  

evening  - lots of Steve Knightley fans from out of the village and all profits are for 

Village Hall Funds. 

 
November issue of Kenn News & Views 

 

Please forward copy as soon as you have it  -  

 

This is our Magazine and we love to share everyone’s   NEWS and  VIEWS 

 

To:  margaret.john@btinternet.com  - or drop into Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 
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APPLES - APPLE MILL - CIDER PRESS 

EVERTHING NEEDED  TO PRODUCE 
CIDER  IS NOW AVAILABLE 

 IN THE LOCALITY 

WHEN ‘GOOD CIDER’ IS READY FOR 
DRINKING IT WILL BE  

OFFERED FOR VILLAGE EVENTS 

 

Songs from the Shed  - The new season 

starts on  Friday 24th October with Co-

Co and The Butterfields -  tickets £10  

from www.songs from the shed.com 

Or from John Hayden at Chapel  

Cottage, Kenn Street. 
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REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND — 8TH/9TH NOVEMBER 

 

As this year is a significant milestone, Remembrance Weekend will also be marked 
with a display telling of some of the history and stories, linked with our villages, from 
the Great War and the Second World War.  
 
With help from local organisations, the display of historical memorabilia will be held 
at the Chapter House, St Mary's, Yatton on Saturday 8th 2pm - 5pm  
                               and Sunday 9th November 2pm - 4pm.  
 
There will also be a quiet, reflective space created in St Mary's and teas and       
coffees will be available.   
 
If anyone has photos or articles that could be contributed to add to the story of the-
se times, please contact Marianne Pitman (838801), Geoff Marchant (834550) or 
Sue Thomas (833593). 
  

                
The September Market ran smoothly. But not 

without  great help and guidance from Joyce and 

Robert Down and Grace and John Griffin, much 

appreciated! 

 

Thanks also to the stall holders, who are so 

friendly, and to all who supported it by calling in. 

 

The  impressive sum of £75.00 was raised for the Macmillan Cancer Fund by Jean 

and Jill who did a sterling job of providing and serving the refreshments, 

well done. 

 

Anyone who would like to provide refreshments in future please get in touch. 

The next market will be on Saturday October 11th 10-12noon  
 

 Maggie will be joining the team then - For now - Lyn Burnett   870189                                    

 
Position Filled 
I would like to give my personal thanks to two very recent newcomers to our Village who have 
agreed to take over the running of the Village Market. I hope they will have as much satisfaction 
from keeping this popular monthly event going as I have had over the years. I hope our friends in 
Kenn and surrounding area will continue to support the Market. 
 
 Good luck and thank you, to Lyn B of Kenn Street 870189 and Margaret H of Duck Lane. 876277 
       Joyce Down  
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SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 2014 

 
1st Sunday 5th October THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY GREEN 

 YATTON HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Kenn*  
9.30am  Harvest Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am Morning Prayer at Claverham   
11.00am Family Service at Kingston Seymour   
6.00pm  Harvest Evensong at Yatton*  
 
2nd Sunday 12th October THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY GREEN 
 CLEEVE HARVEST FESTIVAL  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton*  
9.30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Claverham  
11.00am Harvest Family Festival at Cleeve  
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
6:00pm  Evensong at Kingston Seymour*  
 
3rd Wednesday 15th October 
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn 
 
3rd Sunday 19th October THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY GREEN 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Claverham*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
12.15pm Holy Baptism at Yatton  
6.00pm  Evensong at Kenn*   
 
4th Sunday 26th October  THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY               GREEN 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton*  
8.30am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
10.00am  Café Church at Court de Wyck School   
11.00am Family Service at Kenn  
6.00pm Holy Communion at Claverham  
6.00pm  Ecumenical Deanery Choral Evensong   

            * Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
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Late Night Worship at Yatton Methodist Church - Friday 3rd October 

As ever there will be sessions of lively, modern worship using recordings of the 

leading worship groups mixed with a more reflective approach accompanied by 

our resident acoustic guitarist.    

 

An important feature of the evening is to make space to share a Word or  

message that we believe God is saying to us or to simply wait on Him and allow 

Him to manifest Himself amongst us in 

any way He chooses. 

  

 

The doors are open at 7.30 pm to give 

plenty of time to grab a coffee and 

cake and settle in with friends before 

we start at 8.00pm. 

 

Warren writes............. 
 

WINTER TIME APPROACHES .... AND A CHANGE IN SERVICE TIME    
 

Clocks go back to 1am on Sunday, October 26, 2014 as British Summer Times (BST) 
ends, and the country reverts to Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) 
 
As a result of the change, there will be more daylight in the evenings and less in the 
mornings. 
 
NOTE: During the Winter period (after 26th October, 2014) there is a time change to 
our once a month morning services at Kingston Seymour and Kenn churches as  
follows:  

 
We will be having 8.30 am Holy Communion services at Kingston Seymour and Kenn 
churches (and not 8 am services during the winter period).   
  

CONFIRMATION  SERVICE — Wells Cathedral 2.00pm Sunday 1st November - All Saints Day 
 
Anyone who is interested in  confirmation please contact me as soon as possible 
 
Revd. Warren  Williams  01934 833608 
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AT HOME 
 

Revd. Tim, Linda and Peter  Scott 

would like to invite you to join them at  

The Rectory, 42 High Street,  Yatton  

on Saturday 18th October.  

 

Drop in anytime between  

11am – 5pm  

to enjoy time together with  

tea/coffee and cake! 

CHALICE HANDBELL PRACTICES have  
resumed on Thursdays at 37 Mendip Road. 
Yatton at 2.30pm, after a short summer 
break.  
 
Anyone who would like to try their hand,  
or just come to listen and have a 'cuppa', 
please come along or phone Geoff or  
Eleanor on 01934 834550 for more infor-
mation.  
(There will be no practice on Oct. 2nd.) 

 

Bible Study 

 

 at  

Kingfisher Cottage, 

   

Back Lane,  

 

Kingston Seymour 

 

Monday evenings 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

(except school holidays) 

 

Starting on 29th September 

 

All Welcome 

September Charity  Coffee Morning 
 

Julia would like to thank everyone for their 
generous contributions, at The Coffee 

Morning £85  - plus donations  together 
with Market Cake Sales the magnificent 

sum of £110 will be sent  to the Blay family 
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Harvest Supper. 

 
The Harvest Supper in Kenn is both a church and seasonal village  
celebration.    Over the years there have been several formats for this 
community meal.  Each as delectable and enjoyable as the time before. 
This year we stuck to the 'Posh Ploughman's' menu from last September. 
As Harvest Evensong in the church drew to a close, preparations at the 
hall were complete. Tables decorated and food prepared for serving. The 

people of Kenn are good at coming together, sharing, chatting, gossiping 
and eating. Exchanging a generosity of community warmth. Tim Scott the 
new Rector in Yatton said ‘The Grace’. We enjoyed heaped plates from the 
ploughman’s spread. There was plenty left for seconds. 
 
As is our village tradition people are asked to bring desserts. Any prior 
anxieties about there being enough pudding was soon banished. People 
brought a variety of afters that suited every palate. Cakes and trifles and 
tiramisu and mousse, the list was endless. 

 
The sign of an enjoyable evening is when people stay and are in no hurry 
to go home.  Harvesters lingered over their coffees and drinks deep in 
conversation. Warren gave a closing address and thanked everyone. While 
Rev David Harrex was saying good bye he looked round the hall and      
remarked on the people of Kenn. 'They just chat', yes I replied we are 
good at that and tend to do a lot of it.           
 

There are so many people to thank for making this traditional Kenn event 
another wonderful evening. To Hazel for making the tickets with tasteful 
artistry. Due to family commitments Hazel could not be with us. She very 
generously supplied the condiments and wicker table baskets. The baskets 
have kindly been donated to the hall for future events. 
 
Julia made her distinctive flavoured chutney. Marianna made abundant 
delicious coleslaw. An enormous thank you to all the people who brought 
desserts. Jenny and Simon did the washing up. I had forgotten to buy  

disposable bowls for the puddings. Without hesitation Jenny and Simon al-
so washed up the dessert bowls. Lyn and Heather helped with the     cof-
fees. Jo and several others helped clear up. The next day Sarah and Mari-
anna worked hard to get the hall back to its pristine condition. 
 
Once all the expenses were paid we were able to give £138 to church 
funds and £100 to the Alzheimer's Society.           
            Caroline 
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BIRD NEWS 
 
Hobbies have been scarce this year, but on the 11th September a big gathering 
of 300 Swallows and House Martins near Duck Lane, attracted two, seen by 
John Croxton with  apparently a juvenile food begging from its parent. By this 
time the Swallows and Martins had disappeared.  
 
Staying in Duck Lane, Jenny Croxton has seen a Grey Wagtail visiting her pond, 
the first for some time. 
 
We are always pleased to get reports from villagers and Jackie Huxtable 
watched a Kingfisher on Clevedon sea front early on the 23rd. I have had two 
sightings at the sea wall, my first there for several years so hopefully Kingfishers 
have benefitted from the good summer weather.  
 
A species that definitely has enjoyed a bumper year is the Barn Owl and Neil 
and Sophie from Duck Lane saw two hunting at Nailsea Wall ( 24th). 
 
A Red Backed Shrike turned up at Sand Point - this species was known as the 
'butcher bird' to country folk because of its habit of creating a larder by impaling 
prey, small birds, large   insects and even lizards, on a thorn bush.  
 
Red Backed Shrikes ceased to breed in the UK  after a long period of decline, 
but recently returned, in very small numbers, to Dartmoor. The Sand Point bird 
was a juvenile almost certainly off course from Scandinavia to Southern Europe. 
 
The sea wall has produced a few unusual migrants, my favourites being four Av-
ocets, the  emblem of the RSPB. The very high tides mid month made for good 
viewing conditions, which was just as well with fairly similar species present. The 
odd Little Stint. Sanderling and Curlew Sandpiper were mixed in with the Dunlin 
flock.  
 
The Shelducks are back from their moult  migration, over 200 being present and 
60 Oystercatchers was a record count for me at the site. 
 
By the end of October Fieldfares and Redwings will be passing over ( at night) 
and arriving to feed on hawthorn berries and small invertebrates, heralding the 
onset of winter...... 
 
 
 
Trevor Riddle 01934 835208 
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Tree Surgeons at work in the Churchyard at St. John’s Kenn 

carrying out essential maintenance  
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 A lot of  'New Wine' and a couple of  'Old Skins' 
 
Since Rev Warren and Diana Williams had been banging on about  the 'New Wine' Events ever 
since they got to Yatton Moor in the spring of  2013, we thought a few of  us should check it out 
this year.  
 
In the end it was just Bryan Thomas and Julia Bush who made the trip to the Bath and West 
Showground, on a lovely sunny morning in August. 
 
 
As promised by Warren and Diana, a lovely friendly welcome, every facility you could want, most 
importantly endless coffee and clean loos.  
 
Had we been camping, (a whole village appears when churches from all over the country arrive 
with a tented community) all the necessary support services are on hand.        Families can stay 
together all day or go to different events, children are valued and well cared for, and often noisy! 
 
Morning worship at 9am was open and loving, more modern than we are used to in K&KS, but 
we felt comfortable in our own skin, and relished the joy of  joining in with a crowd of  like- 
minded folk.                Then a wide choice of  talks and seminars, we went to 'Divine Romance',    
a consideration of  that longing in the human soul to 'find home' .      It was challenging and stim-
ulating for the mind, and the appetite.          Despite being advised by Warren to take a whole-
some picnic, those of  us who cook daily, took the chance to enjoy some fast food.      Plenty of  
ethical food and drink outlets,    Yum Yum! 
 
We looked round 'The Market Place', ethical crafts, campaigns to join and more books than you 
could read in a lifetime, and then met up with Diana and Warren to decide on what to go to in 
the early afternoon slot. Because words are 'my thing' I dragged Bryan off  to 'Why and how we 
tell stories' with Mark Griffiths, a brilliant story teller, author, and I think on the quiet, a vicar.  
It was a  'shoe free' event, was this to attract the 'free spirits'?*   Who knows. It was a superb talk, 
we laughed, we cried (just a tiny bit), we learned the difference between reading and telling a story. 
We learned that we are transformed by the stories that we take into our hearts, in a different way 
from the change we experience when we take facts into our heads. 
 
Being at 'New Wine' is about as energetic as going to a big agricultural show or book festival. It's 
full of  people enjoying themselves, sometimes noisy, constantly busy.    We could have stayed for 
another talk, but 'tired but happy' as Enid Blyton would say, we called it a day. Plenty to talk about 
on the way home. 
        Julia Bush and Bryan Thomas. 
 
PS If  you want to experience 'New Wine' 2015, we plan to organise a group day trip. 
 
*No, it was because this event was held in a 'tinies and toddlers' venue, where the usual clients 

spent most of  the time crawling on the floor.  
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 More Margaret’s Mutterings. 

 

Firstly  - apologies—regarding Edward Callow’s Quiz—I gave Iris aznd Mike 

Callow’s telephone number  wrongly—they can be contacted on 872420. 

 

I was intrigued by Eleanor ‘s piece last month  - reproduced below. 

 
Kenn Parish Council Elections – 7 May 2015  

 
Thinking ahead: 
It seems like early days to be thinking about this with the countdown to the first deadline for 
the event being 7 months away. But with Christmas and the New Year taking up nearly a 
month that brings it down to 6 months and we all know that can fly by! 
 
Only 4 scheduled Kenn Parish Council Meetings! 
Background information: 
1. All the Kenn Parish Councillors (except the Chairman (see 2)), remain elected for 4 

days after an election – 11 May 15 – following which the newly elected or re-elected 
councillors must take up their office (sign their Declarations of Acceptance). 

2. The Chairman remains (whether or not they stood for election or were re-elected or 
not) until the first meeting of the new council. This must take place within 14 days of the 
election – 21 May 15 

3.  
Getting Nominated: 
The Notice of Election is published at least 25 working days – 2 April 15 – before the     
election is to be held. This will explain how copies of nomination papers can be requested. 
To stand for a Parish Council, the nomination paper must be signed by 2 registered electors 
from the Parish in which you are standing. 
Delivery of nomination papers: 
Must not be later than noon on the 19

th
 day before the day of the election – 18 April 2015 

 

Unbelievably the time is approaching for giving thought about representing Kenn as a Parish 
Councillor for 4 years from May  2015  to  May  2019. 
 

Might 2015 be the year when we have a Real Election in Kenn.? ....... It would 

be the first since I came to the village in the ’60’s...... Perhaps Kenn News and 

Views could be the forum where interested parties put their C.V.’s.................. 

If anyone would like to........... feel free to submit.............. this could also include  

members  of the existing  Parish Council. 
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Down on the Farm 
 

Still good weather mid September, some farmers are taking advantage and cutting their 
maize. It’s a bit early because the cobs haven’t hardened yet, which is where the protein and 
all the goodness come from. 
 

The milk price is not very good, some companies have dropped the price by as much as 7p 
per litre. This doesn’t sound like much but a penny a litre on an average herd of 120 cows is 
£10,000 a year. So if you drop 7p it’s £70,000 a year. Most herds are 200 plus. 
 

The sheep trade has fallen due to big numbers on the market, some ewes are sold for as little 
as £20. 
 

The weather in October is very important for the farming calendar. For planting next year’s 
crops and the early growth of the crops that have already been sown. 
 

Some old sayings are: 
 

“A warm October presages a cold February” 

 

“As weather is in October, so it will be next March” 

 

“Where the wind is on Halloween, it will be most of winter” 

 

Some people say “Lots of hay made, lots of hay needed” 

 

We have made more hay than ever before. Berries, nuts, plums and even the apples are look-
ing very good.      
 

So we are ready, hope we don’t need them all. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Leon Naish for  

carrying on the family tradition 

with input from Miles and Jeff. 
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KENN W.I 
 

The September meeting was a very quiet one, although 
quite a lot of chatting took place, because so many of our 
members were on holiday.  What a lovely time they will 
all have had in this beautiful month! 
 
Now we expect October to be much busier.  The speaker 
at the meeting on Wednesday 8

th
 October will be Terry 

Merrett-Smith with an evening’s entertainment entitled ‘Some Enchanted Evening’ which comprises 
songs from musicals.  Lots will be known to us already, I am sure, and there will be a great deal of 
foot tapping.  We will be delighted to welcome anyone who would like to come along. 
On the 22

nd
 October we are holding our birthday lunch to celebrate our 61

st
 birthday, at the Greedy 

Goose in Flax Bourton. 
 
Yatton W.I. is hostessing the next Group Meeting on 30

th
 October when there will be a  

demonstration of belly dancing.  That should be great fun. 
 
Members were thrilled to hear from Thelma Blake that two sons of her magnificent beast  
Thundercloud have become champions in their classes at cattle shows in Wyoming.  One of them 
was crowned ‘Grand Champion’ the American equivalent of Supreme Champion.  She is rightly 
proud of them. 

 
 

BAG A BRA 
 
There has been a tremendous response to this request for discarded bras for the Great Western Air 
Ambulance appeal for old bras which may no longer be being worn because they are the wrong 
size or whatever.  They will be tidied up and sold to countries where such items are hard to come 
by and are much appreciated by the women who can get hold of them.  It seems like a ‘win-win’ 
scheme.  The W.I. now have enough to deliver to the GWAA and will close the appeal after the 
meeting on the 8

th
 October.  If there are any more of you who would like to donate some there is 

still time and I have plenty of pink bags to put them in. Just give me a ring on 01275 875877 and I 
will let you have one. 
           Ann Holtham 

 

The October Village Lunch  
 

Tuesday 7th October 

From 12 noon 

At  

The Drum and Monkey 

Come along and meet your friends 

and neighbours 

 

OCTOBER  CHARITY 

COFFEE MORNING 

CHURCH ROOM 

 

SATURDAY 25TH OCTOBER 

10.00am—12 noon 

Everyone welcome 
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Neighbourhood Watch   Received 26th August  
We are reminding people to be careful of phone scammers after 
several reports of bogus callers claiming to be police or  
security companies.  There have several incidents in North 
Somerset and South Gloucestershire over the last month where 
residents received a call on their landline from someone    
purporting to be from either the police or a security company. 
 
An elderly couple in Clevedon, North Somerset, received a call 
from a man claiming to be from "The Crime Reduction Unit of 
the Police". He was trying to persuade the couple to buy an 
alarm for £1.00 that would connect them to the local police 
and fire service. He also wanted to make an appointment to visit their home. They weren't 
sure about the man so they hung up and told their neighbour, who alerted police. 
 
In a similar vein, an elderly lady in South Gloucestershire was made aware of a potential 
scam after a friend received a call.   When she then got a phone call herself she was   
prepared. She was called by a man who stated he was from a security company wanting to  
conduct a home survey.  She asked for the proposal to be put in writing and for a letter to 
be sent with some literature to her so she could speak to her son, at which point the man 
put the phone down. 
 
PC Fin Simmons from Avon and Somerset Police said: "I encourage people to take care when 
they received unsolicited calls from people. The two ladies who received calls did exactly 
the right thing in trying to get the person to prove their identity. Reputable companies or 
genuine callers will be happy to prove who they are and provide identification. 
 
"It's important to reiterate the more we talk about these scams, the more people are made 
aware of them the less likely they are to become victims.   Please spread the word to your 
relatives, neighbours, colleagues and friends, especially those who are elderly or  
vulnerable. 
 
"If you are unsure of anyone asking you for details, we would advise you to be overly  
cautious. There are some simple but effective measures people can take to minimise the risk 
of becoming a victim of these scams." 
 
If someone claims to be from a company check their details, look at their website and see 
if they have any testimonials. 
 
Call the company, but don't use a number the caller gives you. Look one up on the internet 
or in a phone directory.  Before you make the call, either use a different telephone or 
wait for a dialling tone to ensure the bogus callers are not still on the line. 
If the person claims to be from the local police, always ask for their collar number or 
staff I.D number. Every officer or staff member has one. You can then call 101 to check 
they are who they say they are. 
Don't release any personal information including any bank details that could be exploited 
unless you have confirmed the caller is genuine and reputable and you actually need what is 
being offered. 
The police and the banks will never ask you for banking details or PIN numbers on the 
phone. 
 
If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 101 or you can call       
anonymously to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.   
 
For general information about Neighbourhood Watch nationally see the www.ourwatch.org.uk 
website. 
 

Thanks to Colin Bedford , our Neighbourhood Watch contact, for submitting this . 

http://www.ourwatch.org.uk
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Songs from the Shed 
 

It is now over a year since John Hayden approached John Earl to bring his 
‘Songs from the Shed’ to Kenn Village Hall. Jon came to survey the hall for 
its suitability as a music venue. Within days of the initial discussions John 
Earl had booked the hall and booked two bands to play.  
One for September 2013 and another for October 2013.   
 
Jon Earl is a local businessman who is the proprietor of ‘That Copy Shop’ 

in Clevedon. He is also passionate about music and promoting contempo-
rary musicians.  In his garden is a quaint war time shed, full of its original 
artefacts. He invites musicians to play in the shed then ‘posts’ their set on 
the internet. Well known acts have played like ‘Passenger’, Steve Harley 
and Paul Heaton of ‘The Beautiful South’. Now artists approach Jon to ask 
if they can play in the shed to give air time to their music.  
 
We have now had eight very successful ‘Songs from the Shed’  

performances in Kenn. On the day of the concert the hall is magically 
transformed. From our beloved familiar hall to a vibrant auditorium.       
In the afternoon the chairs are arranged to suit the artists. Sometimes in 
the round, sometimes towards the stage. The sound and lighting  
engineers work to get the best effect.      When the bands arrive there are 
stage checks. Everyone involved has pre show nerves. Will it be O.K.?  
Will people turn up? Once the doors open the hall begins to fill up with 
music lovers from Kenn, Clevedon and beyond.  
 

Most of the artists write and perform their own music and lyrics.  
Consequently each performance has its own style and theatricality. It now 
seems like an age ago since the award winning duo Kathryn Roberts and 
Sean Lakeman were the debut act. Kathryn’s singing and Sean’s guitar 
playing was simply sublime. Kathryn’s unique melodic voice filled the hall.   
Sean sounded like he was playing three guitars instead of one.    
He skilfully mixed harmony with rhythm.  
 
Lovers of Fairport Convention were treated to Ian Matthews in October 
2013. He was one of the founding members of the band.   
  
No one will ever forget our November gig. We all fell in love with  
Gabby Young and Other Animals. Gabby’s theatricality and vocals were  
magnificent. Billed as ‘a classy reimaging of vaudeville, cabaret and folk’ 
we were not disappointed.  None of her new fans from Kenn were  
surprised to hear she received high praised from Graham Norton on his 
Radio Two show.  
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Songs from the Shed continued.... 

 
 

As part of the Christmas party season The Mother Ukers played in  
December. This very lively ukulele trio had us dancing the festive night 
away to familiar pop, punk and rock songs. 
 
At the beginning of 2014 we were entertained by folk from across the 
pond. In February 2014 Annabelle Chvostek and her band were on tour 

from Canada.        Then in March 2014 we had the joy of banjo player 
Curtis Eller and his band. An abiding memory from the evening was when 
they downed their mikes and amps. They made their way to the middle of 
the central isle and sang unaccompanied to us.  
 
May 2014 saw a double bill. Mary Spender sang and played her guitar. She 
sounded heavenly. This was followed by Hot Feet. A young band from 
Gloucester. Sometimes wistful and sometimes raucous. We loved both.      
 

In June 2014 we were entertained by the Keston Cobblers Club. They were 
able to drop by on their way from Kent to Glastonbury.     This  band of 
extraordinary young musicians. Between them they seemed to be able to 
play every instrument. Putting down a trumpet then picking up a violin. 
Then putting down the violin and picking up a guitar. There was dancing 
and singing. They gave us refrains and words to learn so we could sing 
along with some of their songs.   
 

The Summer is the festival season in the music industry. In September 
there was a very successful ‘Songs from the Shed’ at The Curzon in   
Clevedon. As the year rounds itself, the concerts return to Kenn Village 
Hall in October 2014. On Friday 24th October 2014 a lively band called Co-
co and the Butterfields will play.  
Then in November 2014 we will welcome Sara Pettite.  
 
At every concert John Hayden runs a bar. All the profits go towards the  
Village Hall. Over the eight concerts £925 has been added to Hall funds.  

 
We want to say thank you to John Earl for the music. The Hall Committee 
for letting us try this experiment.     John Hayden for doing the bar.  
Jan Bedford who always stays and helps clean and tidy the hall after the    
concert. To Sarah Clark who does the hall bookings. Many, many thanks to 
the people from Kenn who come and support these musical events. 
 
Caroline.            


